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[The Mutakallim Dirar al-Kift and the Concept of al-Istita‘a]
Researcher:

Azad Raouf Aref
Department of Arabic and Islamic Study / College of Arts / K. University of Leuven/Belgium

Abstract:

This research sheds light on the life and thoughts of one of the early Muslim theologians who lived in
the second century of the Islamic calendar (A.H), namely, Dirar b. ‘Amr al-Ghatafani al-Kafi, who
passed away around the year 193 A.H. estimated to be over 83 years old at the time of his death.
According to the sources referenced in this study, Dirar authored approximately 57 books in a variety
of fields, including jurisprudence, politics, theology, responses to ancient philosophical concepts, and
refutations of various Islamic sects. Recently, one of his works, “Al-Tahrish wa al-Ighra™” (Incitement
and Seduction), was discovered in a mosque's archives in Yemen. This book has been reviewed by
Western and Muslim scholars, providing explanations and clarifications of its contents. Dirar is
considered one of the overlooked figures in the history of Islamic thought and was referenced by Abii
al-Hasan al-Ash‘ari. This study aims to provide an overview of Dirar’s life and thoughts, with a
particular focus on his determinist beliefs. In this context, | will present aspects of his opinions that have
not been thoroughly studied by contemporary researchers. In conclusion, this study seeks to elucidate
who Dirar was and what his beliefs were, including his views on the creation of human actions by God
and the relationship between human will and divine will.

Keywords: Dirar, Al-jabriyya, Al-qadariyya, Essences, Accidents, Al-Istita‘a, Al-jahmiyya, Al-
Mu ‘tazila.
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